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12 papers published by Myron Mathisson (MM)
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Tilman Sauer; he recently found new material that will be
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An important secondary source is Peter Havas The Early

History of the �Problem of Motion� in General Relativity

(in: Procs of the 1986 Osgood Hill Conf., D. Howard and



J. Stachel eds, Birkhäuser, Boston 1988)



In this historical account, Havas is very critical of the work on
the problem of motion done by Einstein and (especially) Infeld;
he gives much credit to MM and writes that �Mathisson's
contributions were far more original than Infeld's and
introduced far better mathematical methods.� He speculates
that �if Einstein had succeeded in getting Mathisson to join
him in Berlin or Princeton...there would have been no EIH, but
presumably an EMH...�
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The article of Havas was scheduled to be reviewed at this
conference by John Stachel who, unfortunately, could not come
for health reasons.
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Myron Mathisson was born in Warsaw on 14 December 1897;
his parents, Hirsh and Khana were relatively well-o�, as may be
inferred from their `good' address here (Polna 70, now
Noakowskiego 16) and the excellent education received by MM
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Namely, he attended, from 1906 to 1915, a Russian philological
gymnasium named after The Great Prince Aleksy Mikolayevich,

The Successor to the Throne, one of the best secondary
schools in Warsaw at the time.



His high school diploma (`matura') contains grades in Russian,
Latin, Greek, German and French (Polish was then not allowed
in schools), also mathematics and physics; all excellent,
gold medal.

Questions: What language was spoken in the Mathisson
household? Hebrew? Russian? Polish? Yiddish never
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in schools), also mathematics and physics; all excellent,
gold medal.

Questions: What language was spoken in the Mathisson
household? Hebrew? Russian? Polish? Yiddish never
mentioned by MM

When did they move from Riga to Warsaw?

What was the profession or business of Hirsh Mathisson?
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In 1915 MM entered the Dept of Civil Engineering at
Politechnika Warszawska (PW), at that time already a Polish
language school.

As he explained later in a letter to Albert Einstein, his decision
to study at PW had been in�uenced by the fact that excellent
French mathematicians and physicists had studied at École
Polytechnique.

In 1917 he started to follow the activity of the physics lab at
Warsaw University.
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Question: What was the `polemic' about?

After passing the `First Diploma' exam in 1918, he quit PW
and, in 1919 was drafted into the Polish army, then �ghting the
Soviets.

After the war, in 1920, he tried, unsuccessfully, to resume
studies at PW. Refusal of readmission connected with that
reprimand. Good for science because, as a result, in the fall of
1920, MM entered Warsaw University to study physics. The
death of his father, some time in the early 20s, forced him to
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In 1925 MM wrote his �rst scienti�c paper On the motion of a

rotating body in a gravitational �eld

Czesªaw Biaªobrzeski, the only prof. of theor. physics at
Warsaw University at the time, was ready to accept it as a Ph.
D. thesis, but MM became dissatis�ed with his own work, left
the tutelage of Biaªobrzeski and went to Palestine

After having returned to Warsaw, he continued to work, in
solitude, on the problem of motion in GRT. His small income
was derived from giving lessons of Hebrew and performing
some auxiliary tasks for the construction engineers.




