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This article is a biography essay on the life and works of Vidinli Tawfiq Pasha, a 19th-century Ottoman
scholar, statesman and general of 19th-century Istanbul, and a noteworthy mathematician who
published in 1882 an important book in Linear algebra, a new branch of mathematics at that time. After a
short biographical sketch, we present a complete compilation of his writings in Linear Algebra and in
other fields.

Salim Ayduz*

Vidinli Huseyin Tawfik Pasha (Born in Bulgaria, Vidin 1832- died in Istanbul R R .

16 June 1901) is an Ottoman General, Mathematician and Statesman. At Look inside ¥ Linear Algebra (Classic Reprint) paperback
the 19t century, scientific studies during the westernization process in the ciassic mermint seaics —June 14,2012

Ottoman world did not go beyond translation of European scholar's books by Hussein Tevfik (Author)

into Turkish. In this atmosphere, Tawfiq Pasha of Vidin (mostly knows as e fe e i
Vidinli Huseyn, Tawfik Pasha in Turkish literature) made research on the
very new area in mathematics, the quaternions, and he published a
research book on this subject entitled Linear Algebra in English. The book " Hardcover $21.95 Paperback $9.76
was first published in 1882 (169 pages) and a second revised and 7
enlarged edition was published by A. H. Boyaijian in 1892 (188 pages) in
Istanbul. He was the first mathematician to make innovative research on
Linear Algebra. Moreover, his book was one of the first original publications
ever published by an Ottoman scientist in modern times after that the
originality of the tradition of Islamic science in the Ottoman period knew a
lasting decline. In the following article, we introduce Tawfik Pasha's life and
works.
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1. His Life

Our mathematician was named Tawfik, but to indicate his birthplace and
also to distinguish him from his classmate, another Tawfik Pasha, who was
Eirira 4+ \lidinli Towfil Dacha Qniirna: a mathematician too, he was known with the nickname Vidinli Tawfik




