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Kogoz to z nas tonacy nie wiozt wrak?

Kt6z z nas zaprzeczy¢ moze ze utomny?
Kog6z nie tudzit oslepiony ptak?

Kogo6z w bezludzie nie wioédl pies bezdomny?

A przeciez wciaz przyciaga strefa ogrodzona

I ogrodzona nie bez celu — trzeba wierzy¢

To nie my w Zonie, to nam odebrana Zona

Nam ja niepewnym, ale wltasnym krokiem mierzy¢
Poki nadziei gorycz wreszcie nie pokona.

Dlatego, mimo druty, wieze i straznice

Tam chcemy dotrze¢, gdzie nam dotrzeé¢ zabroniono
Bezuzyteczne, $mieszne posiasé tajemnice

Byleby jeszcze raz goraczka tesknot ptonaé

Nim podmuch jaki$ strzepnie chwiejne potylice.

Droga okrezna moze by¢ i oszukancza,

Moze nas wiedzie szalbierz chciwy paru groszy,
Lecz lepsze to, niz $mieré¢ na wapniejacych szaricach
U progu granic niewidzialnych i aproszy,

Gdzie ziewa zolnierz tak podobny do skazaiica.

Po zatopionych dawno droga to dolinach;

Pod ptlytka woda nieczytelne czasu grypsy:

Szlak po ikonach, rekopisach, karabinach

Nad ktorym wiosto kresli plusk Apokalipsy;

Nie po nas ptacz — i nie po przodkach — ptacz po synach.

Wiec prawda, ktoéra znalezé nam to pusty pokdj
Gdzie nagle dzwonia wylaczone telefony?
Serdeczna krew snujaca w martwym sie potoku,
Bezsilny gniew na obojetnosé¢ Niebosklonu

I magia stéw, co chroni¢ ma od ztych urokow?

Wiec prawda, ktéra znalezé nam to stét z kamienia,
Z ktorego przedmiot modiéw spadl nietkniety dtonia?
W stukocie kot transportu — Aria Beethovena?
Bezdenna toni, a nad bezdenng tonia

Twarz wlasna co przeglada si¢ w przestrzeniach?

Z tonacych — komu los nie zestal tratw?

Z ulomnych — zdrowia nie przywrocit komu?
Gdy oslepiony ptak odnalazt slad

I pies bezdomny siadl na progu domu...

Jacek Kaczmarski,
Stalker.



Acknowledgments

‘O Blog Beoyde,

1 8¢ Téyvn poxe,

6 08¢ noupoc 6&0c,

1 8¢ melpa oQakepy),

7 8¢ xplowc yohem.
‘Inmoxpdrng,
AnopUéypata

Dziekuje wszystkim bliskim i przyjaciotom, ktorzy na rézne sposoby wspierali mnie na tej niepewnej
i trudnej drodze. A takze wszystkim tym, z ktérymi dzielitem przez ten czas swoje zycie, w odysei ko-
lejnych miejsc zamieszkania, podrézy, pokoi doktoranckich. Korniczac niniejszym dtugi proces edukacii,
dziekuje tez nauczycielom z liceum, ktorzy wsparli wowczas moj rozwdj, oraz mojej mamie za mitosé
1 po$wiecenie.

I would like to especially thank Professor Christopher Isham, for his kind interest in my work
and inspiring discussions that gave me the courage for iconoclastic research in the foundations of
quantum theory, Professor Jerzy Lewandowski, for unconditional support of my long march despite its
shift from quantum gravity and topos theory to quantum foundations and information geometry, and
Professor Stanistaw Lech Woronowicz, for generously introducing me to the world of modular theory
and noncommutative integration, what became a turning point at the mathematical level of my work.
I also express my gratitude to Professors Krzysztof Gawlikowski, Zoya Morokhoeva and Stanistaw
Zapasnik, who have strongly influenced my perspective at variety and relative intersubjective character
of cognitive categories of logic, space, time, change, causality, identity, relation, etc. The thought style
of semiotic cultural anthropology, furnished with the perspectives of [1617, 660, 565], was guiding my
roaming through samsara of concepts and mathematical structures.

I would like to thank also Marcus Appleby, Benjamin Bahr, Vyacheslav Belavkin, Ingemar Bengts-
son, Paolo Bertozzini, Peter Bryant, Ariel Caticha, Rafal Demkowicz—Dobrzanski, Jan Derezinski,
Andreas Doring, Pawel Duch, Marco Favretti, Christopher Fuchs, Paolo Gibilisco, Frank Hellmann,
Peter J. Huber, Roman S. Ingarden, Anna Jenc¢ovi, Wojciech Kaminski, Jacek Kopeé¢, Andrzej Kos-
sakowski, Marcin Ko$cielecki, Marcin Kotowski, Michal Kotowski, Stanistaw Lem, Wladystaw A.
Majewski, Jozef Mazurewicz, Nicolas Menicucci, Ryszard Mrugata, Wlodzimierz Natorf, Tomohiro
Ogawa, Izumi Ojima, Dmitrii Pavlov, Aleksander Pelczynski, Arkady Plotnitsky, Gonzalo Reyes,
Zofia Rosiniska, Carlos C. Rodriguez, John Skilling, Lee Smolin, Rafael Sorkin, Rob Spekkens, Ju-
lian Srebrny, John Stachel, Ray Streater, Jamie Vicary, Michael Wright, and Marek Zawadowski for
discussions and/or correspondence.

Many thanks for help and/or hospitality to: Piotr Achinger, Barbara Baranowska, John Barrett,
Paolo Bertozzini, Grazyna Bleja, Roman Bleja, Dorota Czarnocka—Cieciura, f.ukasz Cincio, Lukasz
Degorski, Bianca Dittrich, Olaf Dreyer, Cecilia Flori, Frank Hellmann, Shahrzad Haddadan, Ewa
Infeld, Roman Kalyakin, Ekaterina Kamlovskaya, Grzegorz Kapustka, Magdalena Kapustka, Iwona
Kotodziejska—Degorska, Tomasz Kotodziejski, Tatiana Kostecka, Aleksander Kubica, Marie La Palme—
Reyes, Fotini Markopoulou, Daniel McCarthy, Aneta Pekata, Gonzalo Reyes, Piotr Sottan, Jadwiga
Smulko, Grzegorz Smulko, Janina Spicha—Konarzewska, Jamie Vicary, Joanna Zieliriska.



During my research I was partially supported by the Mistrz grant 2007-2010 of Fundacja na rzecz
Nauki Polskiej, Quantum Geometry and Quantum Gravity short visit grant 1955 of European Science
Foundation, Quantum Geometry and Quantum Gravity exchange grant 2706 of European Science
Foundation, 182/N QGG/2008/0 grant of Ministerstwo Szkolnictwa Wyzszego i Nauki, and N N202
343640 grant of Narodowe Centrum Nauki.

I would like also to acknowledge the open access archives for scientific texts: arXiv (arxiv.org),
Project Euclid (projecteuclid.org), Numdam (numdam.org), Math-Net (mathnet.ru), and especially
Library Genesis (libgen.org). My research would be hardly possible without the possibilities provided
by these sources of knowledge, as well as without a little help from my friends, who supplied me with
the missing texts, which were hidden in the dark corners of distant libraries or behind the paywalls of
evil corporations.

The key inspiration for this work were the writings of Edwin Jaynes, Stanistaw Lem, and Oswald
Spengler. Among other important inspirations I wish to acknowledge the works of Jean Baudrillard,
Nikolal Berdyaev, Ludwik Fleck, Witold Gombrowicz, Alexander Grothendieck, Jacek Kaczmarski,
Antoni Kepiriski, Krzysztof Kieslowski, Jiddu Krishnamurti, Bill Lawvere, Andrei Tarkovskii.

Yet, only silence is the sound of an angel.


http://arxiv.org
http://projecteuclid.org
http://numdam.org
http://www.mathnet.ru
http://libgen.org

Contents

Abstract

Streszczenie

List of symbols

1

Introduction

1.1 Mathematical framework . . . . . . . . . ...
1.2 Conceptual motivations . . . . . . . . . ..
1.3 Postulates . . . . . . . e
1.4 Conceptual framework . . . . . . . ... L
1.5 Published and joint work . . . . . . ... L L Lo
1.6 Conventions . . . . . . . . . . e

Towards new foundations

2.1 Noncommutative integration . . . . . . . . .. ..o
2.2 Quantitative meaning . . . . . . . ...
2.3 Summary of results . . . . . ...
2.4 Open problems . . . . . . . . .
Quantum information geometry
3.1 Imformation models . . . . . . . .. Lo
3.1.1 Statistical and quantum models . . . . . . . .. ... ...
3.1.2 Markovian categories . . . . . . . ..
3.2 Information distances . . . . . . . . .. L
3.2.1 f-distances . . . ..o
3.2.2 Bregman functionals . . . . . . ... 0L
3.2.3 Bregman distances . . . .. .. L Lo
3.2.4  ~-distances ..o
3.3 Smooth information geometries . . . . . ... Lo oL
3.3.1 Information manifolds . . . . . . . .. .. .o
3.3.2 Smooth f- and y-geometries . . . . . ..o
3.3.3 Exponential models . . . . ... ..

Quantum information dynamics

4.1 Quantum inference . . . . . . . . . . e
4.1.1 Quantum entropic instruments and effects . . . . . ... ...
4.1.2 Von Neumann-Liiders rules . . . . . . .. .. .. . . . .. ...
4.1.3 Jaynes—Mitchell source theory . . . . . . . . . ..o
4.1.4 Information geometric renormalisations . . . . . . . . . .. .. ... ... ...

4.2 Quantum evolution . . . . . . . . ..
4.2.1 Banach—Lie—Poisson structure . . . . . . . . . . ... .. ... ... . ... ..
4.2.2 Extended liouvillean instruments . . . . . . . . .. ... ... .. ... ...
4.2.3 Transition distances . . . . . . . . .. e
4.2.4 Quantum space-times . . . . . . . . ... e

11

13
14
18
23
25
27
27

29
30
37
48
52

55
95
95
o8
60
61
64
71
76
88
88
94
105



A Wr-algebras and inte

gration

A.1 Algebras and functionals . . . . . .. . ... L L
A1l Cr-algebras . . . . . . .

A.1.2 Functionals

A.1.3 Representations . . . . . . . . . . ...
A.1.4 von Neumann algebras . . . . . . . . . . . . ...

A.1.5 Barycentric
A.2 Modular theory .

decompositions . . . . . .. ... e

A.2.1 Kubo-Martin-Schwinger condition . . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ...
A.2.2 Tomita—Takesaki modular theory . . . . . .. .. ... ... ... ... .. ...
A.2.3 Relative modular theory . . . . . . . . . ...
A.2.4 Canonical representation and bimodules . . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ...
A.2.5 Classification of W*-algebras . . . . . . . . ... .. ... .
A.3 Automorphisms and their representations . . . . . . .. .. ... ... ...

A.3.1 Derivations

A.3.2 Standard liouvilleans . . . . . . . ...
A.3.3 Crossed products . . . . . . . ..
A.3.4 Canonical core algebra . . . . . . . ... L
A.4 Noncommutative integration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...
A.4.1 Noncommutative Radon—Nikodym type theorems . . . . . . . . ... ... ...

A.4.2 Integration

relative to a trace . . . . . . . .

A.4.3 Operator valued weights . . . . . . . . . .. L

A.4.4 Integration

relative to a weight . . . . . . . . . ... L

A.4.5 Canonical integration . . . . . . ... L L

A.4.6 Integration

relative to a measure . . . . . . .. ... L L

A.4.7 Canonical commutative integration . . . . . . . . ... L0

B (C°°-geometries

B.1 Riemannian and affine geometries . . . . . . . ... oo L L

B.2 Norden—Sen and E
B.3 Hessian manifolds

References

Index

guchi geometries . . . . . . . ... L

163
163
164
166
170
171
172
175
176
177
180
184
188
191
193
194
196
201
203
205
209
211
215
219
225
235

247
247
249
251

255

295



Abstract

This thesis is concerned with a new approach to the mathematical foundations of quantum theory. On
the basis of noncommutative integration theory and quantum information geometry, a construction of
nonlinear quantum kinematics and dynamics is proposed, defined in terms of geometric and algebraic
objects that are completely independent of Hilbert spaces.

The starting point is the definition of spaces of quantum states as sets of positive, finite, normal
functionals on noncommutative W*-algebras. These spaces form a quantum generalisation of sets of
finite positive measures on localisable Boole algebras. Geometric structures are introduced by gener-
alised quantum relative entropies, defined as two-point nonsymmetric functions of distance on spaces
of quantum states. In particular, under suitable differentiability conditions, generalised relative en-
tropies determine uniquely the corresponding riemannian metrics and pairs of affine connections on
these spaces. Two classes of generalised relative entropies are especially important from the point of
view of information theory, namely those which are monotone with respect to completely positive lin-
ear maps between state spaces, and those that satisfy the generalised pythagorean theorem. A detailed
review of known results on these two classes is provided in this work. Next, using the noncommutative
L, spaces, a canonical family of generalised quantum relative entropies which belong to both classes
is constructed. This result generalises earlier results to the form independent of the choice of repre-
sentation. Moreover, it is shown that for the finite dimensional case, this family satisfies the smooth
version of the generalised pythagorean theorem, with respect to the metrics and connections that are
induced by these entropies.

The approach to quantum dynamics proposed in this work starts with the notion of an instrument,
understood as a map between two state spaces conditioned upon the set of control parameters. Two
classes of instruments are considered: active and passive. Their goal is to generalise the roles that
are played in the standard formalism of quantum mechanics by quantum measurement and unitary
evolution, respectively.

As a nontrivial example of active instruments, maps that maximise the constrained generalised
relative entropies are considered. Such instruments are interpreted as quantum analogues of procedures
of statistical inference. It is shown that, under some additional conditions, such instruments determine
the semi-spectral measures representing the results of measurements. This is an analogue of the same
property of completely positive linear instruments considered in the standard quantum information
theory. Under some further conditions, these measures are supported by the states corresponding to
superselection sectors that are specified by a uniquely determined commutative algebra. This solves
the problem of choice of ‘preferred’ Hilbert space basis associated with the description of measurement
results. Moreover, it is proved that the standard quantum mechanical description of measurement in
terms of the von Neumann—Liiders rule is a special case of the entropic instrument. This result is
a quantum analogue of the derivation of Bayes’ rule as a special case of the maximisation of relative
entropy with constraints.

The discussion of nontrivial examples of passive instruments starts by considering a generalisation
of symplectic structure to the manifold of quantum states, induced by the commutator of noncommu-
tative W*-algebra. A specific class of instruments, which are predualisations of such one-parameter
weakly-x continuous, but not necessarily unitary, groups of automorphisms of W*-algebras that de-
termine the hamiltonian vector fields on the state spaces, is characterised. Next, it is shown how the
geometric structures on the state spaces can be expressed in terms of operators acting on the fibres
of a Hilbert space bundle over a state space. In particular, the time-dependent multi-point correla-



tion functions are constructed to include corrections to the unitary evolution which come from the
geometric structure of the state space. The class of passive instruments representing this evolution
is constructed too. These results are based on the theory of unbounded perturbations of unbounded
generators of unitary evolutions that represent one-parameter automorphisms of W*-algebras.

In addition, it is analysed in what sense and how the quantum mechanical notion of a time-
dependent transition amplitude can be expressed and generalised in terms of the proposed approach.
A preliminary discussion is also provided regarding the possibility of a nonperturbative formulation of
the renormalisation of quantum dynamical models using the quantum geometry of state spaces.

A procedure for constructing of space-times, understood as ‘emergent’ objects, obtained directly
from the geometry of quantum states, is also proposed. This procedure is based on the transformation
of a quantum riemannian metric to a lorentzian form by a ‘complex rotation’ with respect to a global
vector field of a temporal evolution determined by a passive instrument. As a nontrivial (albeit
somewhat restricted) model, a space of quantum states, which recovers the Schwarzschild space-time
is constructed.

A separate chapter is dedicated to the discussion of the conceptual meaning of mathematical
structures and results that are considered and obtained in this work. The discussion is based on
the conceptual framework of information theory, probability theory, and the bayesian approach to
statistical inference theory. The relationships of the proposed approach to the standard (Hilbert
space based), logico-algebraic (orthocomplemented poset based), algebraic (C*-algebra based) and
operational (semi-spectral measure based) approaches are extensively studied.

Constructions provided in this work are based on a number of results obtained in recent years in the
theories of operator algebras and quantum information geometry. These include: construction of the
canonical theory of noncommutative integration and noncommutative L, spaces (Falcone-Takesaki),
construction of the Lie-Poisson manifold structure on preduals of W*-algebras (Odzijewicz—Ratiu),
construction of a smooth manifold structure on faithful state spaces over arbitrary W*-algebras based
on noncommutative Orlicz spaces (Jen¢ové), construction of the theory of perturbation of liouvil-
leans by unbounded operators (Derezinski-Jaksi¢—Pillet), and construction of the bundle of Hilbert
spaces over preduals of W*-algebras (Odzijewicz—Slizewska). This work is their first application to the
problems of foundations of quantum theory and quantum geometry.

This thesis also includes an extensive appendix, which contains a systematic exposition of notions
and results of the theory of noncommutative integration on W*-algebras. It is a unique elaboration
of this research area, covering many results that are otherwise scattered across the literature of the
subject.



Streszczenie

Tematem tej rozprawy jest nowe podejscie do problemu matematycznych podstaw teorii kwantowe;j.
W oparciu o niekomutatywng teorie catkowania oraz kwantowa geometrie informacji, zaproponowana
zostata konstrukcja nieliniowej kwantowej kinematyki i dynamiki, w ktérej podstawowa role odgrywaja
obiekty geometryczne i algebraiczne catkowicie niezalezne od przestrzeni Hilberta.

Punktem wyjscia pracy jest zdefiniowanie przestrzeni stanéw kwantowych jako zbioré6w dodatnich,
skoriczonych, normalnych funkcjonaléw na niekomutatywnych W*-algebrach, co stanowi kwantowe
uogoblnienie zbioréw skonczonych dodatnich miar na lokalizowalnych algebrach Boole’a. Struktury
geometryczne zostaja wprowadzone poprzez dwupunktowe niesymetryczne funkcje odleglosci na tych
przestrzeniach, bedace uogoélnieniem kwantowej wzglednej entropii. Rozmaite dodatkowe warunki
natozone na przestrzenie stanéw i uogélnione entropie prowadza do réznych specyficznych geometrii.
W szczegoblnosei, przy odpowiednich warunkach rézniczkowalnosci, uogélnione wzgledne entropie de-
terminuja jednoznacznie riemannowska metryke i pare afinicznych koneksji na przestrzeni stanéw
kwantowych. Szczegodlnie istotne, z punktu widzenia teorii informacji, sa dwie klasy uogdlnionych
wzglednych entropii: entropie monotoniczne ze wzgledu na catkowicie dodatnie liniowe odwzorowania
przestrzeni stanéw, oraz entropie spetniajace uogélnione twierdzenie Pitagorasa. W pracy przeprowad-
zony jest szczegdtowy przeglad znanych wynikéw dotyczacych obydwu klas. Nastepnie zostaje skon-
struowana, w oparciu o niekomutatywne przestrzenie L,, kanoniczna rodzina uogolnionych kwan-
towych wzglednych entropii nalezacych do przeciecia tych dwoch klas. Wynik ten uogdlnia znane
wczesniej konstrukcje do postaci niezaleznej od wyboru reprezentacji. Précz tego wykazane zostaje,
ze dla skoriczenie wymiarowej sytuacji otrzymana rodzina spelnia rézniczkowa wersje uogdlnionego
twierdzenia Pitagorasa, wzgledem metryki i koneksji indukowanych przez te entropie.

Zaproponowane w pracy podejscie do kwantowej dynamiki wychodzi od pojecia instrumentu,
jako odwzorowania miedzy dwoma przestrzeniami stanéw, zaleznego od zbioru parametréw kontrol-
nych. Rozwazane sg dwie klasy instrumentéw: aktywne i pasywne, majace za zadanie uogdélnié¢ role
petnione w standardowym formalizmie mechaniki kwantowej przez, odpowiednio, kwantowy pomiar
oraz ewolucje unitarng.

W roli nietrywialnego przyktadu aktywnych instrumentéw zaproponowane zostaja nieliniowe odw-
zorowania maksymalizujace uogdlnione kwantowe entropie z wiezami. Instrumenty te sa zinterpre-
towane jako kwantowe odpowiedniki procedur statystycznego wnioskowania. Pokazane zostaje, ze,
przy pewnych dodatkowych zalozeniach, instrumenty te determinuja miary pétspektralne reprezentu-
jace wyniki pomiaréw, co stanowi odpowiednik tejze wtasnosci posiadanej przez catkowicie dodatnie
liniowe instrumenty rozwazane w standardowej kwantowej teorii informacji. Ponadto, przy pewnych
dodatkowych warunkach, no$nikami tych miar sg stany odpowiadajace sektorom superselekcji zadanym
przez jednoznacznie okre$long komutatywna algebre, co rozwiazuje problem wyboru ‘preferowanej’
bazy w przestrzeni Hilberta zwigzanej z opisem wynikéw pomiaru. Ponadto udowodnione zostaje,
ze standardowy kwantowomechaniczny opis pomiaru przy pomocy reguly von Neumanna-Liidersa
jest szczegbdlnym przypadkiem entropowego instrumentu. Wynik ten stanowi kwantowy odpowied-
nik wyprowadzenia reguly Bayesa jako szczegélnego przypadku maksymalizacji wzglednej entropii
7 wiezami.

Punktem wyjscia do dyskusji nietrywialnych przykladéw nieliniowych pasywnych instrumentow
jest rozpatrzenie uog6lnienia struktury symplektycznej na rozmaitosé stanéw kwantowych, indukowanej
przez komutator niekomutatywnej W*-algebry. Scharakteryzowana zostaje klasa instrumentéw, ktore
sa predualizacja jednoparametrowych stabo-x ciagtych, ale niekoniecznie unitarnych, grup automor-



fizmow W*-algebr, oraz determinuja hamiltonowskie pola wektorowe na przestrzeniach stanéw. Nastep-
nie zostaje pokazane w jaki sposéb struktury geometryczne na przestrzeni standéw moga zostaé¢ wyrazone
pod postacig operatoréw dziatajacych na wtoknach wiazki przestrzeni Hilberta nad nig. W szczegél-
nosci, skonstruowane zostaja zalezne od czasu wielopunktowe funkcje korelacji uwzgledniajace poprawki
do unitarnej ewolucji pochodzace od struktury geometrycznej przestrzeni stanéw, a takze klasa pasy-
wnych instrumentow reprezentujacych te ewolucje. Konstrukcja ta opiera sie na teorii nieograniczonych
perturbacji nieograniczonych generatoréw unitarnych ewolucji reprezentujacych jednoparametrowe au-
tomorfizmy W *-algebr.

Procz tego, zanalizowano w jakim sensie i w jaki sposéb kwantowomechaniczne pojecie zaleznej od
czasu amplitudy przejscia daje sie wyrazi¢ i uogé6lni¢ w ramach badanego podejscia. Wstepnej dyskusji
poddane sg takze mozliwosci nieperturbacyjnego sformutowania renormalizacji modeli kwantowej dy-
namiki opartej o kwantowa geometrie przestrzeni stanéow.

W pracy zaproponowana zostala tez procedura konstrukcji czasoprzestrzeni jako ‘emergentnych’
obiektow, otrzymywanych bezposrednio z geometrii przestrzeni stanéw kwantowych. Procedura ta
opiera sie na transformacji kwantowej riemannowskiej metryki do postaci lorentzowskiej poprzez ‘ze-
spolony obrét’ wzgledem globalnego pola wektorowego ewolucji czasowej zadanej pasywnym instru-
mentem. W roli nietrywialnego (cho¢ posiadajacego pewne ograniczenia) modelu, skonstruowana
zostaje przestrzen standéw kwantowych, ktéra odtwarza czasoprzestrzen Schwarzschilda.

Osobny rozdzial pracy poswiecony jest dyskusji znaczenia pojeciowego badanych struktur matem-
atycznych i otrzymanych wynikéw, w oparciu o aparat pojeciowy teorii informacji, teorii prawdo-
podobienistwa, oraz teorii wnioskowania statystycznego w ujeciu bayesowskim. Szeroko przedysku-
towane zostaly zwiazki i roznice zaproponowanego podejscia z podejsciami: standardowym (opartym
na przestrzeniach Hilberta), logiczno-algebraicznym (opartym na czesciowych porzadkach z ortokom-
plementacja), algebraicznym (opartym na C*-algebrach), oraz operacyjnym (opartym na miarach
polspektralnych).

Przeprowadzone w pracy konstrukcje opieraja sie o szereg rezultatow otrzymanych w ostatnich
kilkunastu latach w teorii algebr operatorow i w kwantowej geometrii informacji. Sg to miedzy in-
nymi: konstrukcja kanonicznej teorii niekomutatywnego catkowania i niekomutatywnych przestrzeni L,
(Falcone—Takesaki), konstrukecja struktury rozmaitosci Lie—Poissona na predualach W*-algebr (Odzi-
jewicz—Ratiu), konstrukcja struktury gladkiej rozmaitosci na stanach wiernych na dowolnych W*-
algebrach oparta na niekomutatywnych przestrzeniach Orlicza (Jencové), konstrukcja teorii perturbacji
liouvilleanéw przez nieograniczone operatory (Dereziniski—Jaksi¢—Pillet), konstrukcja wiazki przestrzeni
Hilberta nad predualami W*-algebr (Odzijewicz—Slizewska). Niniejsza praca stanowi pierwsze ich za-
stosowanie w problemach podstaw teorii kwantowej i kwantowej geometrii.

Rozprawa zawiera takze obszerny dodatek zawierajacy systematyczne opracowanie pojeé i rezul-
tatow teorii niekomutatywnego catkowania na W*-algebrach. Jest to jedyne takie opracowanie w liter-
aturze przedmiotu, uwzgledniajace wiele rezultatow rozproszonych w trudno dostepnych publikacjach.
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List of symbols

(...) zaden symbol graficzny nie wyraza mysli dokladniej,
niz stowo lub zdanie, ktérym opisano znaczenie tego symbolu!

Adam Wisniewski-Snerg,
. . 1
Jednolita teoria czasoprzestrzeni

P* 38209 T, 81 Cee 135 ()x 167 225
E 41110114 c(w,h) 85 {,-} 135136137  (-)o 167
M 5556 57 wh 85 df 135 ()1 167
S 56 167 P 86 X, 135136 137 N 167
T, 58 % 878896 w 135 B(H) 168
D 60 So 89 167 wh 137 m, 168
f 6163 T,M 89 247 Ad 137 168 228
¢ 61 Tpl, 89 92 ™ 139 Wo 168 228
D; 616263 T 9093 HM 139 n, 169
x> 61 T, 90 K% 140 supp 169 169 178
epi 65 T, 93 a 140 < 169 236
efd 65 66 Ly 9093 A 140 || 170
ov 65 gfRJ 94 K>t 141 7 170
vl 65 V7 95 o® 141 T, 170 171
efc 66 gl 95 L(w,t) 145 Q, 170
¢ 66 ¢ 97 Je 145 H, 170171
D¢ 66 h 9798 (®"H)M 147 (), 170
oF 66 Vi 95 TPy 149 [lo 171171
Dy 67 gh 9798 TPgr 149 N°* 171
Wy 6871 397 TPcy 149 I 172
PL 69 I 9 TP 149 face 173
PBL 70 gBKM g9 DeQuant 155 co 173
(€, 0%) 72 g’ 101 g 155156 ce 176
Dy 7274 dBures 101 150 C 164 Lin 178
Ly 7273 Mexp 105 107 I 164 234 J, 178179 179
Oy 73 Sags 105 z* 164 A, 178 179 179
add 73 S,x 106 C° 165 oY 178 179 223
By 73 J 109 Aut 165 Ny 179
adc 73 me 110 Co 165 K, 179
Dy 7374 A 112 < 165168226 M5, 180
PBL 75 Pt 112 ()T 166 HE 180
¥ 76 o 113 Proj 166 & 180
D, 767879 pA 113 ()%* 166 & 180
f, 77 P 113 (-)2s2 166 Jpw 181
ly 78 p 132 ()i 166 Ay, 181182 188
¢, 78 ad 135 137 (-)B 166 225 Vi 182

1<<(...) no graphic symbol does express thoughts more accurately than a word or phrase that describes the meaning
of this symbol!» Adam Wisniewski-Snerg, Uniform theory of spacetime [1874].
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[¢:w], 182182 184 208 223 £ 213 TV 248
% 183188224 T 214 215 v 249
Jyv 186 6 214 215 220 kY 249
T 186 hs 216 exp¥ 249
£ 187224 MP(N,1y) 216 vt 249
R 187 224 Ly(N 1) 217 218 VY 250
o 188 Ly(N,¢®) 218 (¢,07) 251
a 191 [-1, 218 g? 252
o 193 Ly(N) 186 219 222 222 g¥ 252
Vo 195 grad 221
K® 195 AMP(N,T) 221
ae 197 sup 226
C. 197 inf 226
To 198 A 227
ug 198 spg 228
X 198 no 228
G 198 Ly(A) 229 229 236
Tow 199 Ly(A,p) 229 229
ugp 199 x 230
& 186 200 201 219 220 224 A 230
N 200 U 232
N(t) 201 00 232
H(t) 202 Qi 233
N 202 Meast 233
H o 202 null 233
aff 205 206 U 233
MN) 205 Ly(X,05(X), 1) 233
Th 206 206 Az 234
én 207 OBorel(X) 238
L,(N,7) 209 210 Meas,” 238
MN,T) 210 Rad(-)* 239
®, 211211 spa 240
Nt 211 C 240
7212 TEM 247
6 212 g 247 248
7, 213 dg 247
T 5960 213 V248
ny 213 tY 248
my 214 RY 248

Apart from this the following notation is used: i, e, , N, R, C, Z are standard, and the convention
RT = [0,00] is used; id denotes identity morphism in the category of objects of a given kind, dom
denotes domain, cod denotes codomain, ran denotes image, spang denotes linear span in the vector
space over K € {R, C}, int denotes interior of a topological space, Set denotes the category of sets and
functions; given a small category %, Ob(%) denotes the set of all objects in %, while Homg (X, Y)
denotes the set of all arrows between X,Y € Ob(%); ©(X) := Homget(X,{0,1}) is the power set of a
set X'; #(X) denotes the cardinality of a set X if A’ is finite and +oo otherwise; @ and ® denote direct
product and tensor product, respectively, that are defined dependently of the category of objects under
consideration; d;; denotes Kronecker’s delta, while §(x — y) denotes Dirac’s delta; G denotes group, g
denotes group element, while e denotes neutral element of a group; H and K denote Hilbert spaces,
while &, ¢ denote Hilbert space elements; sp denotes spectrum of an operator on a Hilbert space, while
Ik © denotes direct integral in von Neumann’s [1813] sense.
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Chapter 1

Introduction

Nie moge ci powiedzie¢, kiedy rojenie zmienito mi sie w hipoteze,
bo sam nie wiem. Postawilem na niezdecydowanie, wiesz prze-
ciez. Odkrycie moje jest fizyka, nalezy do fizyki, ale do takiej,
ktorej nikt nie zauwazyl, bo droga wiodla przez tereny os$mie-
szone, wyzute z wszelkich praw. Trzeba bylo przeciez zaczaé¢ od
my$li, ze slowo moze staé sie cialem, ze zaklecie m o 7z e sie zma-
terializowaé¢ — trzeba byto daé¢ nura w ten absurd, wejs¢ w zwiazki
zakazane, aby dostaé sie na drugi brzeg, tam gdzie juz oczywiscie
jest rownowazno$¢ informacji i masy.
Stanistaw Lem,
Profesor A. Dorida'

The aim of this thesis is to investigate the possibility of developing new mathematical and con-
ceptual foundations for quantum theory, based on quantum information geometry on preduals of
W*-algebras instead of spectral theory of operators on Hilbert spaces. Apart from recent tendencies
to develop various information theoretic approaches to foundations of quantum mechanics (understood
mathematically as the theory established by von Neumann [1800]), we are strongly motivated by the
problem of lack of nonperturbative foundations of predictive quantum field theory and the problem of
mathematical and conceptual unification of general relativity with quantum theory. The impressive
resistance of the last two problems, despite many attempts to solve them, make us believe that the
general mathematical and conceptual formulation of quantum theory still waits to be developed. We
consider this problem as requiring essentially different perspective and treatment than the problems of:
(i) providing information theoretic reconstruction of quantum mechanics; (ii) constructing some sort
of quantisation of general relativity theory; (iii) further development of effective perturbative quantum
field theories. The main intention underlying this text is to use the conceptual insights from informa-
tion theory and bayesian approach to statistics, as well as mathematical tools of quantum information
geometry without relying on the framework of Hilbert spaces, in order to propose a foundational ap-
proach to quantum theory, which would be intrinsically geometric and nonlinear, allowing for a new
perspective on the problems of nonperturbative predictive quantum theory and quantum space-time
geometry.

1«I cannot tell you when it was that my reverie became a hypothesis, for I do not know this myself. You know that I
have chosen indecision. My discovery is physics, belongs to physics, but physics overlooked as the road to it led through
the lands derided, deprived of all laws. For it springs from the thought that a word may become flesh, that a spell m a y
hatch into matter—one had to plunge into this absurdity, and enter the forbidden relationships to emerge on the other
side, where information and mass are, obviously, equivalent.» Stanistaw Lem, Professor A. Dorda [1056].
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In what follows we will present the summary of key mathematical and conceptual ideas of our
approach. Conceptual aspects will be further discussed in detail in Section 2, while mathematical
aspects will be further discussed in the rest of this work. The detailed discussion of the mathematical
contents of this thesis, including the new results and open problems, is given in Section 2.3. The
purpose of this Chapter is to explain underlying motivations and insights.

1.1 Mathematical framework

The idea to quantify the distance between two probability distributions dates back to Laplace and
Gaufl. Such quantification was found necessary in order to decide, on the basis of a given evidence,
which among a given set of abstract probability distributions, provides the ‘best’ fit to this evidence.
The notion of ‘best’ was defined as minimal in a given distance, under constraints that represent the
problem under consideration. In particular, Laplace’s principle of minimum variance distance [443]
produces median as a ‘best’ unconstrained estimate, while the Gaufs principle of least square distance
[616] produces expectation as a ‘best’ unconstrained estimate.?

Consideration of distances on the sets of probability distributions may suggest to investigate geo-
metric properties of these sets by means of some suitable distances. However, despite the use of differ-
ential geometry in the study of spaces of thermodynamic parameters (initiated already by Riemann
[1441], who calculated the Riemann curvature tensor of some thermodynamic variables), this idea has
waited long for its time. The geometric considerations of the spaces of probabilities were initiated by
Rao’s [1397] and Jeffreys’ [875] observation that Fisher’s matrix [562] g;;(0) determines a riemannian
metric on the space of probability densities. The systematic development of geometric study of families
of probability distributions has begun with the works of Chencov [312, 313, 314, 315, 316, 317], who
(among other results) introduced a class of affine connections on the space of probability measures,
generalised pythagorean theorem for relative entropies (considered as nonsymmetric distances), and
provided a characterisation of the class of riemannian metrics and affine connections that are monotone
in the category of probabilistic models with coarse grainings as arrows.

The main mathematical structure of resulting theory of information geometry are nonsymmetric
distance functions (relative entropies), which can play the role of generalisations of squared euclidean
(or Hilbert space) distance because they satisfy nonlinear nonsymmetric generalisations of pythagorean
and cosine theorems. The Taylor expansion of relative entropy at a given point allows to define
additional local differential geometric structures, such as the above riemannian metric.

Chencov’s revolutionary idea was that the geometric properties of spaces of probability distribu-
tions, together with their transformation properties encoded in the structure of a suitable category,
should be considered as a basis for foundations of statistical inference theory?. The idea that forms
the basis of this thesis is to apply the same foundational perspective to quantum theory. However,
this immediately leads to two problems. First is to find a suitable generalisation of mathematical
framework that would fit this purpose. As discussed in details in the following Sections and Chapters,
Hilbert spaces «present a picture of structural monotony» [1166|, and cannot serve for this purpose.
Second problem is to deal with an ocean of conceptual quandaries associated with variety of different
conflicting interpretations of statistical inference theory and quantum theory. These two problems are
strongly entangled. In particular, a misguided preference of some conceptual setting might lead to
inevitable preference of some mathematical structures, and conversely.

The crucial mathematical input, allowing us to use a suitable generalisation of information ge-
ometry for quantum foundational purposes, comes from the noncommutative integration theory on
W*-algebras. As opposed to the commutative setting, for which there is almost complete equivalence
between the approaches based on the notion of measure and the approaches based on the notion of
integral, this is no longer the case in the noncommutative setting.

2Both minimisation problems are stated in terms of the space of estimated functions and not the space of probability
measures. However, the modern approach to variational optimisation problems based on duality (see e.g. [1467, 1061,
172]) allows to consider these problems interchangeably (see e.g. [34]).

3Later, but independently, the similar idea was proposed by Amari [36, 37, 38, 39, 40].
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We begin with postulating that quantum theoretic kinematics should be constructed as a general-
isation of mathematical framework of probability theory, with measurable spaces (X, (X)) replaced
by noncommutative W *-algebras \, probabilistic models M (X, (X)), i) C L1 (X, (X)), i)] replaced
by the quantum models* M(N) C L1(N)* = N', and additional structures associated with prob-
abilistic models (geometry, estimators) replaced by the structures on M(N'). This setting can be
also thought of as a generalisation and replacement of the Hilbert space based kinematics of quantum
mechanics, with elements of M(N) generalising the elements of a Hilbert space H and the density
operators on #H, and with the quantum relative entropy functional® D(-,-) on M(N) replacing the
quantitative and geometric role played by the scalar product (-, -) on H. From the conceptual point of
view, formulation of the new mathematical foundations of quantum theory on the basis of integration
theory on W*-algebras and geometry of spaces of these integrals is aimed at removing all mathe-
matical reasons for consideration of Hilbert spaces and measure spaces on the foundational level. In
such case, the spectral and semi-spectral measures acting from measurable spaces (X, U(X)) to spaces
‘B(’H)Jr of positive bounded operators on H become irrelevant too, and the same applies to probability
distributions, arising from traces of spectral and semi-spectral measures with density operators.

The passage from Hilbert spaces to W*-algebras is not a simple generalisation, because it changes
the roles played by the noncommutative algebra and by the two point functional acting on what is
to be considered the space of quantum states. In the former setting the noncommutative algebra
consists of operators in a specific representation, while the scalar product is responsible for defining
the expectations of elements of an algebra and for defining the geometric structures on the state space.
On the contrary, in the latter setting the noncommutative W*-algebra N is abstract (so it does not
consist of operators), the expectations of elements of this algebra are defined by quantum states,
¢: N 3 x— ¢(x) € C, without invoking any two point functional, while the quantum relative entropy
D(-,-) is used exclusively to provide the notion of a distance and to define other geometric structures
on the spaces M(N).

In particular, under suitable differentiability conditions imposed on M(N') and D, the second and
third order Taylor expansions of D(-,-) determine a riemannian metric g on M(N') and a pair of
torsion-free affine connections (V, V1), respectively. These objects satisfy the characteristic property
of the Norden-Sen geometries®, namely

gty (u),tY (v)) = g(u,v) Yu,v € TM(N), (1.1)

and for all smooth curves ¢ : R — M(N), where tY denotes a V-parallel transport along c. This
is a generalisation of the riemannian geometry. On the other hand, for every model M(A') one can
consider a quantum distance

D12(6,9) = 5lEne (@) — Ene (D) n1, (1:2)
where &, : N;F — Lo(N)T is a canonical representation in the canonical Hilbert space La(N).”
The space Lo(N) is an operator algebraic generalisation of the Hilbert—Schmidt space Go(H), the
association N — Lo(N) is functorial over the category of W*-algebras, while the representation &r,,
is a generalisation of the map &;(H)* 3 p — /p € B2(H)", where &(H) is the space of all trace
class operators on H. These properties are quite impressive. However, the main result that requires to
consider D(+,-) as an important geometric structure on M(N) is the generalised pythagorean equation,

D(¢, B8 () + D(BPE(), ) = D(¢,1)) ¥(¢, 1) € Q x M(N), (1.3)

4Which are the subsets of the positive cones N~ of Banach preduals N, of W*-algebras A/, which is equivalent to
saying the M(N) are sets of finite positive normal functionals on W *-algebras.

®Strictly speaking, the quantum distance is a map D(-,-) : N;F x N;F — [0, 00] such that D(¢,9) =0 <= ¢ = ¢,
while the quantum relative entropy is a map (—D)(-,-) : Nit x M} — [—00,0]. See Section 3.2 for more discussion. In
this Section we will use these notions interchangeably, meaning D in all cases.

6See Section B.2.

"See Section A.2.4.
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where @ C M(N) is a closed convex set such that

PL () = arginf {D(w, )} (1.4)

weQ

exists and is unique. This property is satisfied by a large family of distances D(-,-), see Sections
3.2.2 and 3.2.3. Under suitable additional conditions, (1.3) can be restated in local differential geo-
metric terms of (1.1) as a claim that the nonlinear projection of » € M(N) along V-geodesic onto
Vi-autoparallel Vi-affine submanifold @ € M(N) coincides with the constrained relative entropic
projection (1.4).8 On the other hand, the generalised pythagorean theorem (1.3) for (1.2) turns to the
pythagorean theorem in the Hilbert space Ly(N') with (1.4) turning to the orthogonal projection onto
convex closed subset of this Hilbert space.

These properties show that the quantum information geometry based on quantum distances D(-, -)
over quantum models M(N) allows for a sort of “re-unification” of the riemannian geometry with
the geometry of Hilbert spaces. This striking feature leads us to consider the geometries of M(N)
defined by D(-,-) as the main structural element for the underlying kinematic setting of new founda-
tions of quantum theory. Like riemannian geometry, quantum information geometry naturally carries
infinitesimal and local nonlinear structures, but, like in the Hilbert space geometry, individual points
have their own internal structure.

Apart from the above structures, quantum models M(N) are naturally equipped with one more
geometric structure. It is the Poisson bracket {-,-}, which is induced by the commutator of the W*-
algebra N, and which equips N and some of its subspaces with the Banach—Lie—Poisson manifold
structure (see Section 4.2.1). Hence, while D(-,-) is a generalisation of the scalar product and is able
to reproduce riemannian metric and affine connections (which allows to study Killing vector fields,
geodesic flows, etc.), {-,-} provides a generalisation of the symplectic form (which allows to study
hamiltonian vector fields, Poisson flows, etc.). While one can postulate various quantum distances
D(-,-) on a given quantum model M(N), the Poisson bracket {-,-} on M(N) is determined uniquely
by N. In this sense, {-,-} is a part of quantum geometry of M(A), but is not an independent elements
of construction of quantum kinematics. For commutative W*-algebras A/, the BLP structure trivialises,
while the quantum information geometry based on D(-,-) reduces to the corresponding information
geometry of statistical models M(X,U(X), 1), where Loo(X,U(X), 1) =2 N. On the other hand, the
above setting allows to recover the Kéahler geometry of pure states (Hilbert space vectors) modulo
phase in a special case, for a specific choice of D which admits an extension of the derived riemannian
metric to pure states (see [470, 1672, 1322]). In this sense, the geometry of quantum mechanics and
the geometry of probability theory (called «geometrostatistics» by Kolmogorov, cf. [320]) are just the
special cases of quantum geometry of M(N/).?

We also propose to consider quantum theoretic dynamics as a direct generalisation of the statistical
inference theory, with various rules of inference, conditioning, and causality replaced by the general
setting of instruments. An instrument is defined as a function from the set of ‘control parameters’
to the space of mappings Mj(N) — Ma(N') between two quantum models M;(N), Ma(N) C NF.
These mappings are not assumed to be linear or completely positive. Instruments provide a generali-
sation of various forms of quantum dynamics and conditioning, including the description of “quantum
measurement” and unitary evolution. We investigate various instruments that are dependent on the
geometric structure of quantum models M(N'). We are especially concerned with instruments that
are generated by constrained minimisation (1.4) of the quantum distance D(-,-) and with instruments
that arise from predualisation of automorphisms {a; | t € R} C Aut(N) of W*-algebras N. They
provide the key examples of ‘active’ and ‘passive’ classes of instruments, respectively.'”

8See Section B.3.

9We will use term ‘quantum information geometry’ to speak of geometries on M(N) arising from D(-, ), and we will
speak of ‘quantum geometry’ to refer to all geometric structures on M(N), including those that arise from D(:,-) and
those that arise from {-,-}.

10The idea of two different and independent temporal evolutions, external—governed by maximisation of entropy, and
internal—governed by the energy, each one associated with its own notion of time, is due to Kepiriski [966, 967, 968].
Our concept of active and passive instruments is intended as a suitable generalisation of this idea (we were also inspired
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An instrument is said to be ‘active’ if it is used for the purposes of inductive inference conditioned on
given set of epistemic constraints. Thus, it is a ‘rule of conditioning’ of information states. Bayes’ rule
and the von Neumann-Liiders rules are the most standard examples of conditioning rules. (Recently it
has been shown that Bayes’ rule is an entropic instrument in the above sense [962, 1609, 1822, 292, 633].
In Sections 4.1.2 and 4.2.3 we prove that the same is true for the von Neumann-Liiders rules. This
justifies consideration of entropic instruments as nonlinear active instruments.) Moreover, as we show
in Section 4.1.1, under some additional conditions, active instruments determine the semi-spectral
measures representing the results of measurements. This is an analogue of the same property of
completely positive linear instruments considered in the standard quantum information theory. Under
some further conditions, these measures are supported by the states corresponding to superselection
sectors that are specified by a uniquely determined commutative algebra. This provides a specific
solution to the problem of choice of ‘preferred’ Hilbert space basis associated with the description of
measurement results.

An instrument is called ‘passive’ if it is used for the purpose of defining the referential system of
causality, understood as a transformation of the information states that is independent of any action
of active instruments. This provides a generalisation of the role played by the unitary evolution of
density operators in quantum mechanics and the predualised action {al : N;F — N | t € R} of
the weakly-+ continuous group of automorphisms of a W*-algebra A in the algebraic approach. This
predualisation works also in the commutative case, and one can apply it to automorphisms of an al-
gebra Lo (X, (X)), ji) induced by automorphisms of an underlying boolean algebra U(X)/UH(X) (see
e.g. [591]) or its sample-space representation. So, the passive instruments can be also considered as
a specific method of modelling causality in the sense of statistical inference theory (see e.g. [1286] for
a review). The presence of the BLP structure, which is a generalisation of the symplectic structure,
leads us to analyse its role in the construction of passive instruments. We characterise the class of
predualised automorphisms «, that are also Poisson flows of {-,-}, and show that under certain con-
ditions hamiltonian vector fields of these flows can be expressed by generators of unitary evolutions
in the Hilbert space bundle over M(A). Using this correspondence, we construct a new family of
nonlinear passive instruments, which arise from the additional perturbations by one forms on the BLP
manifold. Trivialisation of the BLP structure for commutative W*-algebras shows an important dif-
ference between quantum theory and statistical inference theory: in former causality may be analysed
in terms of hamiltonians and their perturbations, while in the latter this is impossible. Yet, both have
the same conceptual meaning.

Quantum distances D(-,-) play a crucial role in construction of active instruments that imple-
ment the nonlinear inductive inference procedures, generalising widely the setting of Bayes’ and von
Neumann-Liiders’ rules. In infinitesimal approximation, they determine riemannian metrics and affine
connections acting on the tangent bundle of the model M(N). On the other hand, the BLP structure
{-,-} plays a crucial role in construction of passive instruments that implement the nonlinear causality
systems, generalising the unitary evolutions. It is genuinely related to the cotangent bundle of the
model M(N). In this sense, two independent geometric structures on the quantum models M(N)
play the key role in the construction of nonlinear examples of two independent forms of dynamics on
models M(N).

The question regarding the relationship between those two structures leads us to the final step
of our investigations, which amounts to proposing that the space-times should be thought of as ob-
jects that emerge from information geometric kinematics and causal (passive) dynamics, while the
space-time trajectories (not necessarily causal) should arise from the active dynamics. We propose to
implement this general postulate by changing the signature of the riemannian metric induced by D(-, )
to lorentzian form in a way that makes the global vector field of a given passive (causal) evolution
timelike.

by Savvidou’s work [1515, 1516] on two different time evolutions in the Isham-Linden approach to consistent quantum
histories). This terminology stems from observation that entropic evolution can be regarded as active, because it describes
the change of knowledge and represents a decision, while energy-governed evolution (such as unitary evolution) can be
considered as passive, because it describes invariance properties of knowledge and represents the criteria of judging the
quality of decision (e.g. whether a given active instrument is causal or not).
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1.2 Conceptual motivations

Let us move to the discussion of conceptual justification of this specific choice of mathematical structure
and its relationship to quantum mechanics. Our starting point is an opinion that the predictive content
of quantum theory should be independent of any other theory, so it should rely neither on any ‘classical
theory’ nor on any additional (and chosen ad hoc) methods of statistical inference used for probabilistic
estimation. This leads us to part with two foundational principles of the orthodox approach to quantum
mechanics: quantisation'! and spectral representation.

The idea of quantisation was originally proposed [464, 467] as a method of construction of quantum
theoretic models that relies on some additional (‘classical’) theory, which is a subject of quantisation
procedure. But there are many inequivalent variants of this procedure,'? and most of them are in some
sense mathematically ambiguous,'® while those that are not ambiguous have a seriously restricted
applicability. In addition, the ‘classical’ theories subjected to quantisation are quite often devoid of
any predictive content (e.g. most of nonabelian Yang-Mills theories), so they are also ad hoc. Finally,
quantisation seems awkward from the conceptual point of view, if one considers quantum theory
as more fundamental than ‘classical’ theory (or if one considers quantum theory as an analogue of
probability theory)—why more fundamental theory should rely on the less fundamental one?

On the other hand, the purpose of spectral representation {1794, 1797, 1813] is to construct a
probability measure supported over the subsets of sample space that are indexed by eigenvalues of a
self-adjoint operator or a commutative algebra of self-adjoint operators. Hence, its use is based on the
assumption, or leads to a conclusion, that the predictive validity of quantum theory has to rely on
other additional theories, namely probability theory and statistical estimation theory. Moreover, it also
reflects a belief (or a postulate) that eigenvalues of self-adjoint operators are mutually independent «in
principle observable» [767|, which (from the frequentist statistical point of view) justifies using them as
labels for subsets of sample space. However, the eigenvalues of self-adjoint operators are not directly
observable or measurable: they are abstract symbols, while this what is measured consists of values
of various experimental variables.'* The relationship between them is not direct, as it relies on the
choice of ad hoc conventions of statistical inference. The idealistic character of the assumption of “in
principle observability” was criticised in length in the literature on operational approach to quantum
theory (see Section 2.2 for an extended discussion), while the idealistic character of the assumption
of mutual independence of eigenvalues comes under criticism in the literature on renormalisation
theory!'®. Eigenvalues, as well as any other abstract mathematical concept, such as expectation values
or higher order correlation functions, can be used only to estimate the values of some functions that
are, more or less directly, related to some selective choice of what is considered as experimental ‘data’.
Finally, if the mathematical formalism of kinematics of quantum theory can be shown to be a strict

"\More precisely, quantisation is not a principle of von Neumann formalisation of quantum mechanics. However, it
became the main method of practical quantum theoretic model construction, and is widely considered to be a constitutive
component of an orthodox approach to quantum mechanics.

12Such as Dirac’s and other canonical quantisations, the Feynman-Kac and other path integral quantisations, the
Kirillov-Konstant—Souriau and other geometric quantisations, the Weyl-Wigner—Groenewold—Moyal quantisation, etc.
See e.g. [626] for a partial review.

13E.g. from the van Hove theorem [1776] it follows that it is impossible to preserve the whole ‘classical’ Poisson bracket
algebra under ‘canonical quantisation procedure’, defined as replacing the Poisson brackets between smooth functions
on the phase space by commutators between the corresponding operators on the Hilbert space. Moreover, the choice
of a particular subalgebra is arbitrary. In general, this means that the equivalent ‘classical’ Poisson algebras of smooth
functions on the phase (= sample) space lead to unitarily inequivalent ‘canonically quantised’ noncommutative algebras
of operators on a Hilbert space. See also [1589] and references therein.

11 our opinion, the role of eigenvalues in foundations of quantum mechanics is quite similar to the role of ‘virtual
particles’ in the perturbative approach to quantum field theory: they are abstract symbols devoid of any direct rela-
tionship to epistemic evidence, but are kept due to their applicability in calculations within available mathematical
formalism (in fact of lack of alternative to it) and due to the ontological conceptual content they carry. In the case of
perturbative quantum field theory the corresponding formalism is given by the Fok—Cook Hilbert space representation,
while the conceptual content is the ontological interpretation in terms of particles.

5In principle, introduction of an epistemically motivated cut-off on unbounded ‘ideal’ (and predictively unreliable)
self-adjoint operators leads to a mutual dependence of eigenvalues of a predictive, renormalised, operator. (A similar
problem, but encountered for expectation values, will be analysed in details in Section 4.1.3.)
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generalisation of formalism of probability theory, then the predictive applicability of former should
require no further translation to the latter.

In this sense, denying the principles of quantisation and spectral representation we aim at removing
dependence of quantum theory on auxiliary and, in our opinion, foundationally irrelevant theories:
classical mechanics and probability theory.

In order to explain better the reasons behind, and consequences of, the conceptual change we
propose, let us take a short comparative look at the mathematical and conceptual foundations of
quantum mechanics and of frequentist statistics. The origins of both theories seem to be heavily
influenced by the postulate that the full content of a predictive theory can be reduced to manipulation
with tables (matrices) of experimental data (numbers). Most clearly these ideas were expressed by
the founders of the modern formulations of these theories: Heisenberg [767] postulated!® that all
experimental data should be in principle reducible in terms of real eigenvalues of the matrices with
complex valued entries, while Fisher [561, 562| postulated that all experimental data should be in
principle reducible in terms of sufficient statistics over sample spaces. These theories have been elevated
to their nowadays orthodox mathematical formalisms in the monographs of von Neumann [1800] and
Kolmogorov [972], respectively. The latter text established the abstract measure theory as a framework
for probability theory (following earlier ideas of [1623]), while the former one established the abstract
Hilbert space theory as a framework for quantum mechanics (following earlier ideas of [1794]). However,
none of these books provided solid conceptual grounds for frameworks provided there.!” This has
fruitfully contributed to long debates on the interpretations of probability theory and quantum theory.
More importantly, none of these books have offered general and unambiguous methods of quantitative
model construction and conditioning'® that would be based on the presented formalisms, and would
reflect the quantitative descriptions and constraints of the practical (experimental) situations under
consideration in a unique way. This has led to long debates on the correct methods of statistical
inference and the correct methods of construction of ‘interacting’ quantum theories (and quantum
field theories in particular).

It became soon clear that the idea underlying the original postulates of Fisher and Heisenberg is
idealistic (metaphysical) and, more importantly, it is invalid in most of situations of practical predictive
concern. In quantum theory this has been shown ultimately by Wintner [1873] and Wielandt [1848],
who proved that the Born—Jordan—Dirac-Heisenberg commutation relations cannot be represented
by bounded operators in Hilbert space. In statistical theory this has been shown by Darmois [428],
Koopman [974| and Pitman [1345], who proved that exponential families are unique probabilistic
models that admit sufficient statistics whose dimension remains bounded with the increase of the
sample size. Thus, the experimental data alone are insufficient to determine the structure of, as
well as quantitative predictions drawn from quantum and statistical models. In order to construct
the model and to draw inferences from it, some additional principles are necessary. This leads to
the problems of justification of the choice of specific principles!? and reevaluation of the conceptual
and mathematical foundations of the respective theories in the light of the key role played by these
principles for predictive verifiability of those theories.

6 As it was made precise by Born and Jordan [208, 207].

17(972] explicitly states that measure theoretic foundations of probability theory are not justified by frequencies,
but also does not give any preference to a subjective, or other, point of view. [1800] contains allusions to several
different interpretations, including ontological idealism (while speaking about “quantum systems” as ontological objects),
subjectivism (while speaking of “quantum measurements” as provided by consciousness), and operationalism (while
associating projections with experimental filters).

18[972] introduced conditional expectations as a method of conditioning, while [1800] introduced projection postulates
(as shown by Nakamura and Umegaki [1226], a version of projection postulate, given by the weak Liiders’ rule, is a
noncommutative analogue of a conditional expectation). However, the practical applicability of both methods is strongly
restricted: most of epistemic situations under consideration do not provide a type of information that can be handled
by these tools. For example, the information specified by means of average values of some experimental quantities,
estimated theoretically by means of expectation, cannot be recast using a projection on a closed convex subset of a
Hilbert space.

YFor example, in quantum information theory one deals with the problem of construction of a specific semi-spectral
measure corresponding to a given epistemic situation (see Section 2.2), while in effective quantum field theory one deals
with the problem of choice of the renormalisation method encoding known epistemic constraints.
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However, the pragmatic success of several models based on adaptation of ad hoc additional prin-
ciples has overshadowed these problems. As a result, the failure of initial postulates has not led to
downfall of the theories built upon them, despite clear further indications of the foundational crisis.
In quantum theory the problem of multitude of different unitarily inequivalent Hilbert space repre-
sentations of a given abstract algebra generated by commutation relations was discovered?’, together
with the closely related problem of ambiguity of construction of ‘interacting dynamics’. The former
discovery implied that the eigenvalues of operators, which are quantities dependent on the choice of
a specific representation, cannot be given absolute (universal, objective, ontological) status, while the
latter was indicated by the widespread appearance of infinities in quantum field theory. In statis-
tical theory the problems of lack of general criteria of model selection, optimal estimation, and the
choice among different inequivalent statistical tests and methods of introducing causality, arose. For
the wide range of cases, the solution that have been adapted to pragmatically cure this issue was:
in quantum theory—to stay within one Hilbert space representation (provided by Schrédinger [1534]
and Heisenberg—Born—Jordan [767, 208, 207] in the finite dimensional case and by Fok [567] and Cook
[372] in the infinite dimensional case) and to construct predictive dynamical models by means of per-
turbative expansions; in statistical theory—to stay within the range of asymptotic applicability of
exponential and normal models (with sample size assumed to be infinite), and to use such tools as
Fisher’s maximum likelihood principle [561], or, more generally, Le Cam’s local asymptotic normality
theory [1043, 1044|. The unsolved critical issue of lack of general methods of control over the qual-
ity of these approximations were swept under the carpet by conceptual downgrading the problem of
construction of quantum dynamics and the problem of choice of statistical inference procedure that
corresponds to a given epistemic situation to the status of technical (and no longer foundational)
issues, governed by the set of pragmatic rules.

As a result, these two fields of research are plagued by a plethora of ad hoc techniques which lack
strict mathematical derivation from the single set of underlying principles. At the level of practi-
cal applications, asymptotic techniques?' (in frequentist statistics) and perturbative techniques®? (in
quantum field theory) still play the main role. This is a dark predictive dynamical side of the coin,

208ee Footnote 3 in Section 2.1 for details.

2! According to Weil, «although we know that statistical mathematics have been of considerable importance to science
(and in particular to biological sciences), it needs to be mentioned that statistical books amount in fact to a collection
of recipes and precepts we would like to believe to be well chosen. Being written in a highly algebraic form, sometimes
using logarithms, exponentials and integrals, they all have the prestige of mathematical exactitude to the untrained eye
while the so-called demonstrations statistics are wrapped in, even highly sophisticated, most often make no sense for
the mathematician and are simply made of more or less convincing heuristic considerations» [1831] (engl. transl. in:
[1879]). The average level of mathematical rigour in statistics has greatly improved since Weil wrote this judgement
(see [1821, 1044, 1045, 317, 821, 673, 1327, 1642, 40, 1046, 186, 1722, 1597]), yet the choice of specific mathematical
structures and methods corresponding to a given epistemic situation is still based on «more or less convincing heuristic
considerations», and there is also a large gap between this what can be strictly proved and this what is applied to a
given epistemic situation. In fact, most of mathematical results apply only to the asymptotic case of infinite number
of data points, which is devoid of practical meaning from the strict point of view. For example, Le Cam notes that
«limits theorems ‘as n tends to infinity’ are logically devoid of content about what happens at any particular n. All they
can do is to suggest certain approaches whose performance must then be checked on the case at hand. Unfortunately
the approximation bounds we could get were too often too crude and cumbersome to be of any practical use» [1046].
The routinely used vague point of view is based upon using ad hoc conventions that relate the asymptotic results with
nonasymptotic situations: «in statistics no ‘general’ theory has yet been formulated that would investigate from a single
point of view the properties of estimates, tests and other inference procedures and would be accepted by the majority
specialists. A fundamental concept such as optimality is usually defined ad hoc in each special case, depending on the
nature of the problem» [1596].

22 As Borchers notes, the lagrangean approach to quantum field theory «has the disadvantage that the expressions
which appear in this theory have only formal meaning. Up to now there is no convincing scheme which puts the formal
expressions onto a solid and consistent mathematical basis. The existing perturbation and renormalization theory
does not, in most cases, indicate anything about the quality of the approximation. Therefore, only comparison with
experiment can indicate the quality of the Lagrange function and the approximation» [199]. The comparison of this
remark with quotes in footnote 21 leaves a noticeable impression. It is quite striking to observe that two seemingly
distinct fields of scientific inquiry share a strong structural similarity of the large variety of ad hoc methods mixed
with a language of specialised, but rigorously undefined, concepts and semi-mathematical results, which hide the lack
of conceptually clear and mathematically strict principles. In fact, this observation was a motivation for a conceptual
reverse engineering of relationships of these two theories carried in Chapter 1.
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bright side of which is a mathematical clarity of the abstract kinematical frameworks for probability
theory and quantum mechanics that were provided and turned into orthodoxy by Kolmogorov and
von Neumann, respectively. Persistence of this division despite all its negative consequences indicates
that this division is necessary in order to satisfy some implicit but very important postulate. For the
purpose of identification of it, let us summarise the main classes of problems that are encountered at
the predictive side of the above two theories:

(1)

the arbitrariness of choice of a particular statistical inference method that is applied to a par-
ticular experimental situation. This choice might be suggested by intuition, tradition, or some
convention, but is not derived from any general principle that would explicitly take into con-
sideration the available knowledge that defines a given experimental situation. This situation is
based on the frequentist interpretation, which equips probability distributions with ontological
meaning, which forbids from considering them as carriers of epistemic knowledge, encoded and
processed directly by means of some conventions. As a result, the division of inductive inference
theory to probability theory and statistical inference theory is enforced, with probability theory
keeping the ideal ‘ontological’ look and statistical inference handling all epistemic contents by
means of ad hoc methods. See [870] for an extensive critical discussion concerning these issues,
and [960, 1043, 1358, 959, 862] for various examples of spectacular failures of standard ad hoc
methods;

the arbitrariness of construction of predictive (‘effective’, ‘interacting’) quantum dynamics. Quan-
tum mechanics does not provide any prescription how to construct hamiltonians that would
directly encode the quantitative constraints imposed by experimentally verifiable temporal re-
lationships of experimental control-and-response parameters. There are various, inequivalent
methods of ‘quantisation’ of ‘classical’ hamiltonians or lagrangeans, which lack common concep-
tual or mathematical foundation and are, in general, ambiguous. The results of use of these
techniques often do not correspond directly to particular quantitative results and descriptions
of experimental procedures under consideration (they do not define predictive dynamics), hence
they have to be modified using additional ad hoc procedures (with more or less ad hoc choice
of parameters), like cut-offs, parameter fitting, regularisation, or renormalisation. These proce-
dures lead to serious problems of conceptual and mathematical character. In particular, they
might move the operators between different unitarily inequivalent representations. In such case,
the originally postulated lagrangean function or hamiltonian operator, far from being unique,
has also no experimental meaning, because it cannot be justified by the reference to quantitative
results of experimental procedures neither in terms of spectral representation, nor in terms of
the expectation values or higher correlation moments. Thus, the choice of a hamiltonian might
be suggested by intuition or tradition, but is not derived from any general principle (or explicitly
specified class of principles) which in some clearly defined sense would optimally encode the
available information about given experimental situation (or a class of them);

the arbitrariness of relationship between the choice of specific method of model construction,
statistical inference procedure, and the assumptions regarding the causal structure that is con-
sidered as responsible for the changes of experimental data (see [1618, 1285, 1182, 1286] for a
detailed discussion);

the arbitrariness of relationship between unitary (Born-Jordan—Dirac-Schrodinger) temporal
evolution and nonunitary (von Neumann-Liiders) temporal evolution. Quantum mechanics does
not give any definite prescription how to relate these two forms of temporal evolution of density
operators. This conflict is sometimes rephrased by saying that «the border between the field of
application of Schrodinger’s equation and the one of the projection postulate is not well defined»
[100] (see also [183]), or that «no formulation of a projection postulate tells us exactly at which
point |of time parameter of the unitary evolution| to apply it» [1700]. This sometimes leads
to denial of the structure associated with the nonunitary evolution as an attempt to solve this
conflict, see e.g. [252|. However, one should note that the above elements of mathematical
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structure of quantum mechanics do not give any argument which favours unitary continuous
temporal structure over nonunitary discrete temporal structure. Such preference may come only
from some additional assumption (interpretation), which can be usually identified as a belief
that quantum mechanics is a theory in some sense analogous to classical mechanics, as opposed
to probability theory.

Moreover, when it comes to assertion of predictive verifiability of dynamical quantum theoretic models,
all above problems combine into a new quality, due to:

(5) the arbitrariness (and a priori postulated necessity) of division of a knowledge describing (defin-
ing) a given experimental situation into a part that is subjected to probabilistic statistical
inference and a part that is subjected to quantum theoretical dynamics.?? This perspective is
based on a priori division of actual scientific inquiry into two different parts: “ideal/ontic the-
ories” and “statistical /epistemic estimation”. As a result, the predictive application of quantum
theoretic formalism becomes split into: (i) the ad hoc methods of probabilistic statistical estima-
tion (inductive inference), which aims at selecting the unique semi-spectral measure and unique
density operator that fit the specified quantitative results (see e.g. [777, 807, 809, 269, 427] and
discussion in Section 2.2), (ii) the abstract Hilbert space based dynamical model construction,
based on ad hoc procedures. The orthodox conceptual perspective considers dynamical model
of some theory as something that can be arbitrarily postulated (“let us consider the following
langrangean /hamiltonian of an interacting system...” and “let us postulate the following initial
state of an interacting system...”), and later, in face of experimental evidence, it can be either
dismissed or arbitrarily changed. As a result, “ideal/ontic theories” do not fit optimally the
experimental data, and require some fine tuning, which is more or less arbitrary (and is pro-
vided either on the level of statistical estimation, or on the level of perturbative construction
of ‘interacting’ hamiltonian). This shows strong contrast between the idealistic principles of a
theory and the pragmatic procedures of its application (and is also an illustration of Duhem’s
thesis [507, 508]). From the pragmatic (or renormalisation-minded) point of view, the ad hoc
hamiltonians/langrangeans serve only as a starting reference point for some other procedures
whose aim is to encode the particular experimental evidence.

In this context, let us note that the idea of “true probability distribution”, whose best incomplete
description is provided by means of frequentist statistic, is an analogue of the idea of “classical theory”,
whose incomplete description is provided by means of quantum operators. The former idea is based on
consideration of the notion of an ‘elementary event’ (modelled by an element of a sample space) as a
fundamental ontic entity, which is quantified by means of a statistic, while the latter idea is grounded
in consideration of the notion of an ‘elementary property’ (modelled by an element of a phase space)
as a fundamental ontic entity, which is quantified by means of a function on a phase space that is
further subjected to quantisation. In this sense the notion of a statistic in frequentist statistics and
the notion of an observable in quantum mechanics carry strong ontological undertones.?* Note also
that, while quantum mechanics does not rely formally on “classical theories” and quantisation on the
level of foundations, the spectral representation reintroduces the ontological interpretation by relying
on frequentist statistics over the sample space associated with eigenvalues. As a specific but crucial
consequence, this leads to interpretation of the procedure of perturbation of ‘quantised’ hamiltonians
as construction of the models of ‘interaction’ of some ontic entities, and not as providing the methods
of inference conditioned upon epistemic control parameters.

Thus, while it is disputable whether the quantum theory and statistical inference theory are cur-
rently the prisoners of ontological postulates or of a lack of alternative mathematical framework (prob-
ably both), it seems for us that the above mathematical and conceptual problems require more than
to postulate some new mathematical setting. It is essential to relate the structure of this setting with

230ne can consider this sentence as nonontological reading (or the practical meaning) of the so-called “Bohr-Heisenberg
cut”.

241t is quite ironic, as compared with the postulates of Fisher and Heisenberg. Yet, it is a common problem of all
reductionisms.
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some specific postulates regarding the dynamical model construction and verifiability of predictions in
face of epistemic (experimental) evidence.

1.3 Postulates

The conceptual layer of our approach (as summarised in the main postulate below) provides an in-
terpretation of the underlying mathematical structure that is aimed at two goals: eliminating the
ontological assumptions imposed on the formalisms of quantum mechanics and statistical inference,
and clarifying the relationship between the predictive verifiability of dynamical models and their de-
pendence on the conventions used for the purpose of their construction.

Our main postulate is to regard quantum theoretic kinematics and dynamics as generalisations
of, respectively, probability theory and statistical inference to a regime where the underlying object
of inquiry is not a set of measurable sets, but an integrable noncommutative algebra, with nonlinear
quantum kinematics determined by the quantum relative entropy, and nonlinear quantum dynamics
determined by two independent notions of evolution, provided by active and passive instruments.
The corresponding conceptual postulate is to regard quantum theory as a strictly epistemic theory of
25 as opposed to ontic theories of substance its action (such
as classical mechanics and general relativity).

The specific interpretation of the mathematical elements of our framework is:

information and intersubjective inference

1. Algebras. The W*-algebras N are viewed as the collections of abstract ‘elementary qualities’,
which are intersubjectively regarded as basic entities of a theoretical inquiry, and are subjected
to quantification by integration. The integrals on A/ are given by quantum states ¢ € N,
and the corresponding quantifications are given by (not necessarily normalised) expectations
¢ : N¥ — ¢(x) € R. This is in strong analogy to viewing abstract boolean algebras as collections
of abstract ‘elementary events’, which are subjected to quantification in terms of measures. (If
these measures are normalised, then the corresponding quantifications are probabilities.) See
Sections 2.1 and 2.2 for a thorough discussion of these issues. Elements of A are not regarded
as “observables”.

2. Models. Quantum models M (N) are viewed as sets of quantitative descriptions of epistemic?®

knowledge about ‘abstract elementary qualities’ in A/. The passage from abstract notion of
‘quantification’ to more specific term, given in the previous sentence, is conditional upon ad-
ditional requirement. It states that an application of M(N) for the purpose of description of
some epistemic situation has to be based on explicit specification of a set theoretic bijection
between M(N) and the set of all those possible quantitative descriptions of this situation which
are intersubjectively regarded as relevant. In other words, our semantic requirement of the quan-
tum model construction is: everything, that is considered to be an intersubjectively relevant
quantitative knowledge that defines a given epistemic situation, should be bijectively translat-
able (= encodable and decodable) in terms of M(N).2” This is independent of the language

25In a sense similar, to some extent, to statistical mechanics and thermodynamics, when considered from the perspec-
tive of Jaynes [856, 858, 871, 859, 860, 863, 867], Ingarden [832, 834, 825, 826, 831], and others [1725, 1517, 1726, 658, 659].
From another point of view, one could say that our approach regards quantum theory as a framework for epistemic in-
formation processing. This resembles some similarity with the viewpoints of approaches of Srinivas [1619, 1620] and
Abramsky—Coecke [3]. However, apart from other differences, we allow a large variety of inference rules, which are not
required to be linear or local.

26Qur preference to the adjective ‘epistemic’ instead of ‘experimental’ stems from information theoretic and inference
theoretic perspective we adopt. According to it, quantum theory provides mathematical and conceptual framework
for processing any quantifiable knowledge. To some extent, this can be traced back to Hartley [756], who postulated
that information should be measured regardless of its semantic content. However, we impose an additional semantic
constraint, requiring that this knowledge has to be intersubjective (the meaning of this term is discussed onwards).

2"The idea that the probability density function should be constructed as a result of maximisation of an absolute
entropy functional subjected to constraints that are expressed exclusively in terms of experimentally defined parameters
was introduced by Gibbs [627] and was further developed by Jaynes [856, 863, 864, 870| (see also [651, 1844]). As
opposed to Jaynes, we allow arbitrary intersubjective conventions of model construction.
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used for the description of epistemic situation, an intentional subject of concern of experiments,
experimental setting handled, etc.

3. Geometry. The meaning we assign to defining quantum theoretic kinematics in terms of quan-
tum information geometry stems from the general purpose of any kinematics as a framework for
quantitative analysis of the changes of states provided by dynamics, with a special emphasis on
initial and final states. In the case of information dynamics, the initial states are called ‘priors’,
while the finals states are called ‘posteriors’.?® The specific choice of geometric structure on a
quantum model is an explicit declaration of intersubjective criteria of relative relevance (dis-
tinguishability®®) that are used for the purpose of selection of priors on the basis of available
epistemic evidence®® and for the purpose of judging the quality of inference on M(N') by com-
parison of posteriors with some reference (e.g. some state or a subset of states). The main issue
at stake here is that the prior selection and posterior quality judgement, which are pre- and post-
inferential procedures, respectively, require explicit specification of the criteria of ‘best’/‘optimal’
fit of the quantum state to some standard of reference. This is implemented by the quantum
distance D(-,-), as well as by the derived notions, such as the riemannian metric g. Note that
quantum distance D(-,-) on M(N) is irrelevant for construction of a model M(N') as a whole
(this is provided already by the Item 2 above). Putting it into a slogan: quantum models can
be constructed; quantum states can be distinguished.

4. Dynamics. The active instrument defines the intersubjective convention regarding inference
procedure. It can be considered as an ‘information theoretic force’3'. On the other hand, the
passive instrument defines the intersubjective convention regarding causality. It encodes the
assumptions about transformations of the epistemic evidence used for the purpose of model
construction. By itself, it carries no predictive content, but it serves as a reference for judgement
about inferences provided in terms of active instruments. In this sense, it is an ‘information
theoretic reference frame of motion’.3? For this reason, we will use the phrases ‘causality system’
and ‘referential evolution’ interchangeably with the notion of ‘passive instrument’.

The post-inferential judgement of quality of inference may be provided with respect to a quan-
tum state selected (:= distinguished) on the base of some epistemic evidence. But, as discussed
in Section 4.2.3, it can be also provided with respect to a passive instrument. Thus, instead
of postulating a hamitonian/lagrangean of a “free evolution” of a “noninteracting system” and
further perturbing it by means of an “interaction” (with indefinite methods and criteria of quan-
tification of quality of this approximation with respect to the available epistemic constraints),
we postulate that one should specify the referential evolution (passive instrument) Jpaes, the
specific choice of D(,-) used for comparison, and then impose constraints on the allowed range
of active instruments (quantum inference procedures) by means of D and Jpass. The concept of
transition distance, introduced in Section 4.2.3, is intended to serve this purpose. In other words,
we postulate that the individual acts of inference (represented by active instruments) should be
considered as relative to an intersubjective choice of the causality system, which describes the
motion of information states when no specific evidence and no active instrument is given.

28The entropic instrument that uses a prior measure as an input and produces an effect measure as an output is a
generalisation of this idea. (See Item 4 below and Section 4.1.1 for definitions of these notions.) Actually, this suggests
to construct a category of such generalised mappings, but we leave it as a topic for future research. See also Footnote 5
in Chapter 4.

29 «this geometry does not describe the dynamics, or evolution, of a quantum system; rather it places limits on our
ability to distinguish one state from another through measurements» [241].

30We use term ‘epistemic evidence’ an ‘quantitative epistemic knowledge’ interchangeably.

31This interpretation is especially suggestive in the case of entropic instruments ‘BOD’A. In this case the prior measure
A can be interpreted as an ‘information theoretic mass’ (see Section 4.1.1).

32This interpretation is especially suggestive for any instrument defined as a predualisation of automorphism of N
(thus, a causality system defined strictly at the algebraic level as a group of self-transformations of a set N of ‘abstract
qualities’) which coincides with the Poisson flow of a globally defined hamiltonian vector field (see Section 4.2.2). All
unitary evolutions of the finite dimensional parametric quantum models belong to this class of instruments.

24



5. Observables. The downfall of the principle of “in principle observability” of elements of spectra
of self-adjoint operators on a Hilbert space, as well as regarding the elements of an abstract
W*-algebra as ‘elementary qualities’ leads us to dissolve the quantum mechanical notion of
“observable” into a kinematic notion of ‘estimable’®® and dynamic notion of an ‘effect’. The
‘estimable’ is defined as an arbitrary function on an information model that can be used in order
to provide estimation (:= prior selection or posterior quality judgement) using the available
epistemic evidence. In particular, every element of an abstract W*-algebra N/ determines a linear
estimable by means of Z : M(N) 3 ¢ — ¢(x) € C. Yet, one can consider arbitrary nonlinear
estimables on M(N') as well. Whenever M(N) is equipped with a smooth manifold structure,
then the algebra of smooth functions on M(N') might be of particular concern. A detailed
analysis of this class of nonlinear estimables and their relationships with the Banach—Lie—Poisson
structure {-,-} on M(N), as well as an extensive discussion of the relationship of these objects
with an orthodox setting of quantum mechanical “observables” is due to Béna [188, 190] (he uses
the term “generalised observable”, cf. also [1167]). On the other hand, the dynamic notion of
an ‘effect’ is an “estimable-like” quantification of the posterior of an inference procedure that is
uniquely determined by this procedure. This should be opposed to the relative quantification of
this posterior by means of D(-,-). More precisely, an ‘effect’ is defined as a function on M(N)
such that it is uniquely determined by a given active instrument for any choice of constraints
for this instrument. In Section 4.1.1 we introduce and analyse the nontrivial class of effects
defined by the entropic instruments. We regain the relationship with the quantum mechanical
setting by showing that, under some conditions, entropic effects determine the corresponding
unique semi-spectral measures, and this procedure is structurally analogous to determination of
semi-spectral measures by completely positive linear instruments.

6. Space-times. The notion of space-time does not belong to foundations of quantum mechanics.
However, one of our main motivations for developing new foundations of quantum theory is to
recover space-times from quantum theory as emergent objects (which is opposite to the idea of
“quantisation of space-time”). The mathematical aspects of this problem are discussed in Sections
4.2.4 and 2.4. From the conceptual point of view, construction of emergent space-times amounts
to regarding the lorentzian metric as an object encoding the conventions about the local criteria
of optimal estimation (infinitesimal measure of distinguishability of information states) and the
conventions about the global system of causality. This can be summarised by saying that: (i)
two space-time points are distinguishable to a given extent because they represent the states of
information that are distinguishable to a given extent; (ii) the space-time notion of causality,
provided by space-time metric, is determined by the information theoretic notion of causality,
provided by the passive instrument. Hence, the space-time causality encodes intersubjective
convention regarding the ‘causal factuality’ and ‘causal counterfactuality’ in the same way as
quantum information geometry encodes intersubjective conventions regarding ‘verifiability’ and
‘falsifiability’. As a result, each epistemic situation determines in principle its own space-time.
Different space-times can be related to each other whenever their corresponding epistemic sub-
jects, as well as intersubjective conventions used for the purpose of their construction, can be
related.

1.4 Conceptual framework

Note that we do not aim at avoiding a convention-dependent character of quantum dynamics/inductive
inference and its predictive verification. Our intention is to get rid of nonoptimality and intersubjec-
tively incoherent ad hockery. Following Spengler [1617]| and Fleck [565], we do not expect that anything
stronger than intersubjective coherence in the above sense can be provided (the ontological postulates
serve the same purpose, after all, just without acclaiming it). In this sense, intersubjective bayesianism,

33We do not call it an ‘estimator’ in order to stress that its interpretation differs from, and is independent of, frequentist
statistics.
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as we define it here, can be understood as placed inside an intersection of two epistemic nominalisms:
moderate conventionalism and moderate operationalism, where ‘moderate’ means ‘lacking reductionist
overtones’.

This perspective is strongly influenced by the ideas of Jaynes [858, 860, 863, 870|. Like earlier
founders of modern subjective bayesian approach to statistical theory, he denied identification of
probability with frequency. However, he argued that the statistical inference needs to be constrained
more strongly than by individual subjective judgements. The point of view proposed by Jaynes was
a specific information theoretic interpretation of probability distributions, according to which they
are theoretical objects that serve for the purpose of encoding and decoding information regarding
intersubjectively communicable and verifiable knowledge. Jaynes attempted to justify the uniqueness
of some methods of statistical inference on the base of various arguments that were shown to be
indefinite (see [1741, 1742]). Our own point of view is that, while scientific inference is definitively
intersubjective and not personal, there is no absolute basis allowing to justify any unique rules of
inductive inference, so one necessarily deals with intersubjective conventions. The reconsideration of
information geometric approach to foundations of quantum theory from this perspective, leads to an
interesting return of Poincaré’s ideas [1350, 1351]: the choice of quantum geometry is conventional, so
is the emergent space-time geometry. However, this is not a subjective convention, because the criteria
of predictive verifiability have intersubjective character.

So far we have not defined the semantic term ‘intersubjective’. This would require us to coin
some specific metaphysics (not necessarily of ontological type), and argue in favour of it. But we
consider such attempts as arbitrary, hence irrelevant for the foundations (as opposed to applications).
Instead of this, we will try to specify the minimal conditions required for regarding some semantic
setting as providing necessary and sufficient meaning to ‘intersubjectivity’ in the context of scientific
inquiry. The starting point is an observation, which follows Heraclitus, that any particular individual
instance of an experimental situation is never reproducible. Only abstract schematic [339] descriptions
of experimental situations can be reproduced, so only these abstract descriptions can be used as
a basis for scientific inquiry. Hence, the postulate of reproducibility forces to use some abstract
language of description of experimental situations. A scientific fact is an abstract statement of the
above language. Next, the scientific requirement of an intersubjective reproducibility implies that
the criteria of providing intersubjective meaning to sentences of this abstract language are already
given. Finally, the last necessary condition for the scientific inference is a strict separation between
abstract language used for the purpose of schematic description and communication of experimental
situations and an abstract language used for the purpose of theoretic inference. As discussed in
details by Fleck [565], scientific facts (and more generally, whole epistemic layer of scientific inquiry)
can evolve similarly to scientific theories, and these two evolutions are mutually dependent. The
above postulate of strict separation warrants that there exists an intersubjective class of reference
(community of users) for which the division between experiment and theory is kept clear and fixed.
Our interpretation amounts to saying that: (1) an “information” and “information dynamics” is a
theoretic quantification of knowledge and its changes®*; (2) this knowledge and its changes refer to
the scientific facts expressed in terms of an abstract language used for description of an epistemic
layer of inquiry; (3) the quantification in (1) and the relationship in (2) are provided accordingly to
intersubjectively shared conventions, and under strict separation of scientific inquiry into epistemic
and theoretic layers.

In this context, let us now consider the conceptual aspect of our main postulate, as stated at the
beginning of Section 1.3. By the phrase ‘strictly epistemic’ we mean a requirement that a given theory
can be subjected to predictive quantitative verification in terms of the available epistemic evidence
without invoking any external concepts, notions, and theories, and without assigning ontological status
to any of its elements.?® By ‘experimental evidence’ we understand sentences of some abstract lan-

34Quantification amounts to turning knowledge and its changes into evidence.

35 ¢no verification is possible unless the relevant inference method is an integral part of the theory» [1677]. Note
that we postulate a judgement of the quality of inference to be a part of a theory (in line with the methods of model
construction, prior selection, and inference). In this sense, every theory constructed within our approach should carry
its own criteria of predictive verifiability.
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guage which is suitable for intersubjective communication of quantitative descriptions of experimental
designs, actions, and results, but does not involve any model construction, inference, or verification.

Interpreting inductive inference procedures as referring to something that is of abstract and inter-
subjective character draws a difference between the conceptual setting of our approach and the per-
sonalistic (‘subjective’) bayesianism [440, 441, 1514, 442, 534, 603, 297, 844, 605, 604, 298, 1707, 606]
on one side and rationalistic (‘objective’) bayesianism [961, 874, 376, 858, 1726, 148, 868, 870| on
the other. Similarly to subjective bayesianism, we consider the choice of particular method of induc-
tive inference as in principle arbitrary. Similarly to objective bayesianism, we consider the scientific
inference as a specific case of inductive inference theories, in which the constraint of intersubjective
reproducibility of the subject of inference should play main role.

Our implementation of both insights (which we tentatively call ‘intersubjective bayesianism’) stems
from observations of Spengler [1617], Granet [660|, Fleck [564, 565, 566, and Chwistek [339]. According
to them, the subject of concern of scientific inquiry at experimental level is neither a content of
an individual subjective experience, nor an ontic ‘“material reality”, but a structuralised system of
abstract ideas, which is shared with other people educated and cognitively prepared in the similar
way, and which frames the range of individual perceptions and thought style that can be subjected to
intersubjective communication and predictive verification.

1.5 Published and joint work

The new perspective and main definitions contained in the above Introduction, and in Sections 3.1.1
and 4.1.1 were partially published in [992, 995]. The discussion of some of the conceptual issues
connected with this new mathematical approach was provided in [994]. The new results contained in
Sections 3.2.3 and 3.2.4 were published in [993|. The content of Section 4.1.2 is a result of the joint
work with Wojciech Kaminski [924]3¢. The quantum Schwarzschild space-time model of Section 4.2.4
is a joint work with Pawet Duch [506].

1.6 Conventions

The following conventions are used: 1) the symbols denote the same mathematical entities throughout
all work; 2) the special syntactic forms used in text are: definitions, «citations», ‘notions subjectable
to strict definition’, “vague notions”, and attention markers; 3) the mathematical style of text for-
matting (definition/theorem/proof) is used only for stating essentially new mathematical results; 4)
whenever possible, we refer to original works containing results that are discussed or used; 5) the folk
attributions of surnames to mathematical concepts are changed to historically correct ones whenever
there is a definite evidence for the latter, and the concepts with attribution of three or four surnames
to it are turned to an acronym after first use, while in the case of more authors we use only the
descriptive naming of objects;*” 6) for the Latin transliteration of the Cyrillic script (in references and
surnames) we use the following modification of the system GOST 7.79-2000 B: u = ¢, u = ch, x =
kh, sk = zh, 1 = sh, it = shh, 0o =yu,a=ya,é =¢, =" =", 1=y, =€, # =1, with an
exception that surnames beginning with X are transliterated to H.3®

36The idea to use the generalised pythagorean equation as a method of proof, as well as some calculations suggesting
the correctness of this idea, emerged in our joint discussion with Frank Hellmann and Carlos Guedes.

3"The only definite exception that we have made consciously is the abstract notion of a ‘Hilbert space’. It was invented
(and named) by von Neumann. Hilbert invented only its special case, an £z space, while an L2 (R, d)) space was invented
by Riesz. Yet, the standard naming convention is too influential to stand up against it. More generally, we have adopted
the sequential adaptation of rules: (1) strong relevance of temporal priority, (2) weak relevance of folk popularity, (3)
weak avoidance of acronyms. As a borderline example, we speak of the “Morse-Transue-Nakano-Luxemburg norm”,
abbreviated to the “MTNL norm”, despite 5 years of difference between [1192, 1228] and [1108] due to wide popularity
of the term “Luxemburg norm” (enforced by [998, 1400]), but we speak of the “Csiszar—Morimoto f-distance” despite 3
years of difference between [380, 1184] and the Ali-Silvey paper [31]. On the contrary to this partially restrictive naming
system, the references are made as complete as it is reasonably possible.

38This is required for agreement with the widespread practice to transliterate Xomeso as Holevo, etc.
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linear, 167

local gauge, 141

local gauge liouvillean, 142
local gauge liouvillean model, 142
local gauge model, 141

local gauge quantum field models, 147
local gauge quantum fields, 147
local gauge structure, 141

local source liouvillean, 144
local source liouvillean model, 144
local source model, 144

local source operator, 144

local source strength, 144

local source term, 144
localisable, 228, 233

locally bounded, 66

locally compact, 192, 238
locally finite, 238

Maharam, 228, 233

majorises, 167, 168

Markov instrument, 110

Markov map, 59

markovian renormalisation semi-group, 133
Massieu—Planck functional, 105

maximal central, 173

Magzur map, 216

mcb-algebra, 228



meager, 238

measurable space, 232
measure, 228, 233

measure algebra, 228
measure preserving, 230
measure space, 233

metric tensor, 248
metric—affine geometry, 248
metric-compatible, 248
metrical, 60

MI-space, 227

mixed, 167

mixture coordinates, 105
modular, 179

modular algebra, 224
modular automorphisms, 179
modular conjugation, 178
modular function, 197
modular hamiltonian, 179
modular operator, 178
modular spectrum, 190
monotone, 95, 97
Morozova—Chencov function, 97
Morozova—Chencov—Petz metrics, 97
morphismo, 166

mutually dual foliations, 129

natural cone, 180

natural trace, 215

noncommutative flow of weights, 221
nondegenerate, 170

nonparametric quantum manifold, 94
nonparametric statistical manifold, 91
nonsingular, 208

nonzero, 170, 189

Norden—Sen dual, 249

Norden—Sen geometry, 249
Norden—Sen manifold, 249

norm continuous, 166

norm preserving, 165, 228

norm topology, 166, 192

normal, 165, 167, 168, 170, 190, 213, 214, 238

normal extension, 172

normal model, 108

normalised, 97, 167, 168

normalised quantum expectations, 58
normalised quantum model, 57
normalised state, 168

normalised states, 58

nowhere dense, 238

nuclear, 211

open, 239

operator concave, 63

operator convex, 63

operator monotone decreasing, 63
operator monotone increasing, 63
operator valued weight, 213
opposite algebra, 165

optimal decision, 112

optimal entropic projection, 112
optimal estimate, 112

order closed, 226

order continuous, 227

order preserving, 227
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order unit, 227

order unit norm, 227

Orlicz space, 90
orthocomplementation, 32
orthocomplemented, 32
orthogonal, 75, 76, 150, 173, 174
Orthogonality, 32

orthogonality condition, 75
orthomodular, 32

ortochronous Poincaré group, 142

parallel transport, 248

parametric probabilistic manifold, 89
parametric quantum manifold, 92
parametric statistical manifold, 89
partial isometry, 165

partially ordered set, 226
partition function, 105
Pearson-Kagan x>2-distance, 61
Pedersen—Takesaki density, 208
Petz function, 97

Plancherel formula, 199
Poincaré—Bloch—Wick rotation, 156
Poisson compatibility condition, 139
Poisson manifold, 135

Poisson map, 136

Poisson structure, 135

polar decomposition, 170, 178, 181
Pontryagin dual group, 198
Pontryagin duality map, 198
poset, 226

positive, 59, 165, 167, 178, 228
povm effects, 110
povm-instrument, 110

predual, 167

premeasurable space, 232
primary, 173

prior, 112

probabilistic expectation, 56
probabilistic model, 56
probabilistic state, 56

probability, 57

probability density, 56

probability manifold, 88
probability simplex, 58
projection, 165

projection band, 228

proper, 65, 227

properly infinite, 189
pseudosupported, 173

pure, 167

purely infinite, 189

quadrilateral equation, 69, 75
quantum ~v-distance, 79

quantum -y-entropic instrument, 113
quantum n-form field, 147
quantum Bregman distance, 76
quantum Bregman functional, 76
quantum coarse graining, 60
quantum distance, 60

quantum entropic instrument, 113
quantum expectations, 57
quantum exponential family, 107

quantum field extended liouvillean model, 146



quantum field model, 146
quantum fields, 146

quantum information manifold, 88
quantum information model, 57
quantum information states, 57
quantum instrument, 109
quantum manifold, 88

quantum Markov map, 60
quantum model, 57

quantum operation, 109

quantum Schwarzschild space-time, 160
quantum space-time, 155
quantum state, 168

quantum states, 57

quasi-open, 239

quasi-stonean, 238

Radon, 238

Radon—Nikodym quotient, 236
Raggio transition probability, 149
rare, 238

reduced, 169

reducible, 172

registration parameter, 109
regularity conditions, 88

relative entropy, 60

relative free energy, 85

relative modular conjugation, 181
relative modular hamiltonian, 182
relative modular operator, 181
relative prior, 112

representation, 140, 170, 191
Ricci curvature scalar, 249
Rickart, 166, 238
Riemann—Christoffel curvature tensor, 248
riemannian distance, 247
riemannian geometry, 247
riemannian manifold, 247
riemannian metric, 247
riemannian quantum manifold, 94
riemannian statistical manifold, 94
Riesz, 226

Riesz dual, 227

Riesz homomorphism, 227

Riesz isomorphism, 228
Riesz—Schauder, 211

right A module, 187

right annihilator, 166

right Gateaux derivative, 66

right Haar measure, 197

right support, 169

scalar potentials, 252

Schwarz, 63

Schwarz—Kadison inequality, 63
self-adjoint, 165, 167, 178
self-polar, 180

semi-direct product, 142
semi-finite, 168, 189, 212, 213, 228, 233
semi-spectral measure, 41
separable, 172

separating, 170

sequentially order continuous, 227
skew information, 102

skewness tensor, 250
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source term, 131

space-time, 155

spectral measure, 38

spectral principle, 39

square root, 165

standard, 195

standard Bregman distance, 74
standard cone, 180

standard conjugation, 180
standard core, 202

standard form, 180

standard liouvillean, 195
standard representation, 180
standard unitary equivalence, 181
standard unitary transition, 182
standard vector representative, 180
state, 168

states, 57

statistical Bregman distance, 76
statistical density, 56
statistical distance, 60
statistical manifold, 88
statistical model, 56

statistical state, 56

stochastic matrix, 58

Stone, 238

Stone lattice, 234

Stone representation map, 228
Stone spectrum, 228

stonean, 238

strictly convex, 65

strictly positive, 228

strong topology, 192

strong-x topology, 168
strong-xx topology, 168
strongly continuous, 176, 192
strongly disjoint, 173
subprojection property, 115
support, 169, 178

supported, 173

supremum, 226

symmetric, 60, 97, 98, 248

tangent bundle, 247

time dependent n-point correlation functions, 148
time independent n-point correlation function, 148
topological, 164, 192
torsion tensor, 248
torsion-free, 248

total variation distance, 62
totally convex, 70

totally disconnected, 238
trace, 168

trace class, 211

tracial, 167

transition amplitude, 149
transition distance, 154
transition probability, 149
triangle equality, 115
triangle inequality, 60

two sided annihilator, 166
type I, 189

type I, 189

type I, 189

type II, 189



type 111, 189
type I, 189
type III, 189
type 111y, 190
type III;, 190
type 111, 190

Umegaki distance, 80

unit preserving, 228

unital, 165

unitarily equivalent, 170
unitarily inequivalent, 170
unitary, 165

unitary implementation, 192
upwards directed, 226

von Neumann algebra, 172
von Neumann entropy, 106
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von Neumann equation, 138
von Neumann—Schatten p-class, 211

Wald-Good-Kullback—Leibler distance, 77
weak-x topology, 167, 192

weakly-x continuous, 176, 192

weight, 168

Wigner—Yanase metric, 100
Wigner—Yanase-Dyson skew information, 101
Wigner—Yanase-Dyson—Hasegawa metric, 101

Young function, 90
Young-Fenchel inequality, 65
Yuen—Lax metric, 100

zero-dimensional, 238
zone consistent, 71



